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Report back on the Parish meeting 
on 26th March 2012
This special Parish Meeting had been 
arranged by the Town Council when it met 
on 9th January, and was intended to form the 
3rd and final strand of a public consultation 
exercise in relation to the Council's proposed 
modifications to the Town Hall, a listed building 
constructed shortly after the start of the 20th 
century.  The meeting was attended by 126 
Marlborough electors, and was chaired by the 
Town Mayor, with the Town Clerk attending in 
an advisory capacity.
 
Following the end of the previous phase of 
the consultation exercise (on 31st December) 
a detailed report had been prepared and 
made available to all interested parties via the 
Council's website, the library and the Council's 
own offices. The result of that consultation, as 
summarised in the Town Clerk’s report, was 
that by a large margin (81%) the respondents 
wished more and better use to be made of the 
Town Hall, by a smaller margin (57% to 41%) 
do not favour the big scheme as proposed, and  
overwhelmingly (81%) supported reinstating 
the public toilets.  Only a very few respondents 
wished no work to be done at all.  Responses 
to the final open question indicate a hierarchy 
of areas where improvements would be wished 
for – probably starting with the toilets and the 
kitchen / bar area.
 
The Mayor read from a detailed pre-prepared 
statement, in which he made reference to the 
detailed pre-application comments received 
from Wiltshire Council's Senior Conservation 
Officer, which did not favour the external lift 
and mezzanine floor aspects of the original 
proposals.  The meeting also had before it 
a petition signed by around 1,000 residents 
opposing the suggestion that the estimated 
scheme costs of in excess of £1,000,000 be 
funded via loan consent.
 
Many of the 126 residents present made 
statements, asked questions and commented 
upon all aspects of the consultation proposals.  
Contributions from those present were made in 
a sincere and mature way, which demonstrated 
respect for those contributors whose opinions 
differed substantially from their own.  In an 
attempt to be helpful, the Mayor and the Town 
Clerk responded to the various questions put 
to the best of their ability.  Shortly before the 
end of the Parish Meeting, Mr. S. Dobson 
put forward a specific proposal, which was 
seconded by Mr. N. Barrett-Morton.  After some 
further discussion, the proposal was put to the 
vote and approved by a substantial majority 
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of those present and voting.  This will now go 
forward for consideration by the Town Council at 
its meeting on 21st May.  The wording agreed by 
the majority was as follows:-
 
“We the residents of Marlborough do not wish 
the Town Council to proceed on our behalf with 
the Town Hall project as proposed in the Public 
Consultation.  Although we support making 
better use of the existing building and carrying 
out regular maintenance, we do not consider 
the proposed scheme is financially sound, 
desirable or necessary in the present economic 
climate.   We therefore request that they give 
consideration to a more simple cost effective 
scheme of improvements that will not require 
the disposal of existing assets or excessive long 
term financial loans.”

Jubilee Apple Orchard - Correction
 
A well-attended meeting of the Marlborough 
Common Users Group on 6th March was 
informed that the organisation Marlborough 
Community Orchard had plans to create a 
Diamond Jubilee Apple Orchard on land situated 
to the west of Frees Avenue.  Grant-aid has 
been obtained from the Wiltshire Wildlife Fund, 
and the orchard is to be planted in such a way 
that the trees will form a “diamond” shape on 
the Common, as the initial 14 trees mature.  
The orchard will cover an area measuring 
approximately 45 metres x 30 metres in total.  
Saplings are due to be planted between 14th and 
21st October this year (the latter date marking 
International Apple Day) and will comprise 
examples of all 10 varieties of apple native to 
Wiltshire.  Marlborough Community Orchard 
intends to create a Diamond Jubilee Plantation 
across the Town, celebrating both HM Queen 
Elizabeth II's Diamond Jubilee and the historic 
links between common land and a source of food 
for the local community.
  

Town Councillors Contact Details
Please find set out below (for your ease of 
reference) a complete list of contact details for 
Marlborough's Town Councillors:-
 
Councillor Ward Tel                       
 
The Worshipful 
the Town Mayor
Councillor 
A. Kirk Wilson EAST 513861
4 Purlyn Acre                                                                           
Marlborough 
SN8 1DR
 
Deputy Mayor
Councillor 
Mrs E. Fogg EAST 512656                                    
7 Oxford Street                                                                        
Marlborough 
SN8 1AP
            
Councillor 
S. R. Dobson          WEST 513181                        
Lime Court
Cross Lane
Marlborough 
SN8 1JZ

Councillor 
G. Francis EAST 519067                        
6 Cromwell Mews
High Street
Marlborough 
SN8 1EN
 
Councillor 
B. Castle                WEST 513955
22 Town Mill
Marlborough
SN8 1NS
 
Councillor 
Mrs E. M. 
Hannaford-Dobson WEST 513181                        
Lime Court
Cross Lane
Marlborough 
SN8 1JZ
 
Councillor 
Mrs P. Dow EAST * 512074                           
12 Southview Place                                         
Marlborough 
SN8 1DD
 
Councillor 
N. Fogg  WEST * 512656                        
7 Oxford Street                                                                  
Marlborough 
SN8 1AP
 
Councillor 
A. R. W. Ross EAST 512169                        
‘Monks Rest’                                                                           
Salisbury Road                                                             
Marlborough 
SN8 4AE

 
Councillor 
R. Notton  EAST 513747                        
Orby Cottage
13 High Street
Manton
Marlborough 
SN8 4HH
 
Councillor 
Mrs M. Rose EAST 515500
Sawyers Cottage
Axford
SN8 2HA
 
Councillor 
T. Spranger EAST 516338                        
67 London Road
Marlborough 
SN8 2AJ
 
Councillor 
G. Loosmore WEST 513185                                    
Brockbank                                                                               
34A Herd Street
Marlborough 
SN8 1DG
 
Councillor 
R. Pitts  WEST 516978                                    
8 Bergamot Close                                                                   
Manton
Marlborough 
SN8 4HT
 
Councillor 
Mrs C Jackson WEST 515700
10 High Street
Manton
SN8 4HH
 
Councillor 
N Barrett-Morton WEST 519067
10 Cromwell Court
High Street
Marlborough 
SN8 1EW

* Also a Wiltshire County Councillor
 
Brief list of dates of forthcoming 
Council / Committee Meetings
 
Monday 30th April - 
Planning Committee - 7pm
Monday 14th May - 
Annual Meeting of the Town Council - 7pm
Monday 21st May - 
Ordinary Meeting of the Town Council - 7pm
Monday 21st May - 
Planning Committee - 7.30pm or upon the rise of 
the Town Council's meeting, whichever is the later
Monday 28th May - 
Staffing Committee - 7pm
Monday 28th May - 
Property Committee - 7.30pm or upon the rise of 
the Staffing Committee, whichever is the later.
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